
Learning Objectives 
that lead to 

Achievement of Specific Outcomes 
 

The instructional design for a CME activity or event should lead to specific, planned outcomes for the 
participating learners. 

Learning objectives 

• Describe what an activity participant is expected to achieve in terms of improved competence (C), 
performance (P), or patient outcomes (PO) after participating in an educational event. 

• Participants will do something better than done before participating in the learning. 
• Start with action-promoting verbs (see Bloom’s Taxonomy Verbs below for suggestions) and not 

vague terms such as ‘understand’ or ‘know’ 

Examples of Objectives leading to Planned Outcomes: 

• Learners will utilize updated protocols in the management of  ___________. 

• Learners will diagnose _______________ more accurately in their patients with   ________. 

• Learners will more e ectively communicate with patients in the management of __________. 

• Learners will refer patients appropriately for  _____________________in the health care system. 

 

Measurable Action-Oriented Verbs 
Verbs that promote action will prompt learners to achieve planned outcomes of the activity. 

Avoid using non-measurable verbs, e.g., know, recognize, understand. 
 

For: Related to: Suggested Verbs: 
Improved Competence, 
Performance or Patient Outcomes 

Information Define, Describe, Identify, List, 
Name, State 

 Comprehension Classify, Describe, Discuss, 
Explain, Identify, Summarize 

   
Improved Competence or 
Performance 

Analysis Calculate, Classify, Compare, 
Contrast, Diagram, Solve 

 Evaluation Assess, Estimate, Evaluate, 
Interpret, Measure, Test 

   
Improved Performance or Patient 
Outcomes 

Application Apply, Demonstrate, Diagnose, 
Operate, Outline, Treat 

 Synthesis Design, Diagnose, Manage, 
Organize, Prescribe, Solve 



 

 


